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INTRODUCTION 

 

According to The Institute for Business and Home Safety , an estimated 40 to 60 

percent  of businesses donõt re-open after a major disaster. Protect your small 

business by identifying risks relevant to your location, both natural and man -

made.  One of the most common disa sters that af fects Florida is hurricane.  Florida 

is known for its rainy season, which can also increase the possibility of flooding .  

Having the right information ahead of time can significantly reduce the negative 

impacts  of disasters such as hurricane s and flooding .   

The City of Hallandale Beach  encompasses 4.6 square miles (0.3 of which is 

water) .  Approximately half of the City  and 67% of buildings within the City is 

located within a FEMA Special Flood Hazard Area. Flooding has been a recurrent 

proble m: there have  been 1,238 loss claims filed by Hallandale Beach propert y 

owners  and more than 420 properties are  considered òRepetitive loss ó properties  

(properties that have had two or more claims greater than $1000, that have be en 

paid by the National Flo od Insurance Program ). 

Most of the flooding in the City is attributed  to  King Tides, also called  òSunny Day 

Floodingó or òHigh Tide Flooding.ó King Tides occur throughout the year, however, 

in Hallandale Beach, this phenomenon is most prevalent during the months of 

September  and November. The Golden Isles  area is the most affected by King 

Tides.  

Despite flooding being the most  common type of disaster that affects Hallandale 

Beach, a pandemic , terrorism, man -made disasters and hazardous materials  

could caus e disastrous impacts on businesses as well. Should there be a ny of 

these disasters , businesses would be forced to close for extended periods, which 

would result in loss of revenue. Proper planning for disasters reduces the adverse 

effects on businesses.  

The City of Hal landale Beach is dedicated to assisting its business owners in 

reduc ing  the hazardous effects of disasters.  This Disaster Preparedness Guide  

outlines key issues and provides guidelines that m ay  be helpful to business es as 

preparation  is made for  potential  disasters in South Florida . 
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KEY TERMS TO KNOW 

 

Tropical Depression:  An organized system of clouds and thunderstorms with a 

defined surface circulation and maximum sustained winds of 38 MPH (33 knots) or 

less. Sustained winds are defined as oneȤminute average wind measured at 

about 33 feet (10 meters) above the surface.  

Tropical Storm:  An organized system of strong thunderstorms with a defined 

surface circulation and maximum sustained winds of 39 ð73 MPH (34ð63 knots).  

Hurricane:  An intense tropical weather system of strong thunderstorms with a well Ȥ

defined surface circula tion and maximum sustained winds of 74 MPH (64 knots) or 

higher.  

Storm Surge:  A dome of water pushed onshore by hurricane and tropical storm 

winds. Storm surges can reach 2 5 feet high and be 50 ð1000 miles wide. Storm 

surge is by far the greatest threat to  life and property along the immediate coast.  

Storm Tide: A combination of a storm surge and the normal tide (i.e., a 15 Ȥfoot 

storm surge combined with a 2 Ȥfoot normal high  tide over the mean sea level 

created a 17 Ȥfoot storm tide).  

Hurricane/Tropical St orm Watch:  Hurricane/tropical storm conditions are possible 

in the specified area of the watch, usually within 48 hours. Tune in to NOAA 

Weather Radio, commercial radio, or tel evision for more information.  

Extreme Wind Warning:  Extreme sustained winds of a major hurricane (115 mph or 

greater), usually associated with the eye wall, are expected to begin within an 

hour. Take immediate shelter in the interior portion of a well Ȥbui lt structure.  

Short Term Watches and Warnings:  These warnings provide detailed information 

about specific hurricane threats, such as flash floods and tornadoes.  

Flood Watch:  Flooding  is possible.  Tune in to  NOAA  (visit 

https://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/coverage/stations.php?State=FL ) for a list of 

frequencies to tune in to.   

Flash Flood Watch:  when conditions are favorable for  flash flooding  in flood -prone 

areas, usually when grounds  are already saturated from recent rains, or when 

upcoming rains will have the potential to cause a Flash flooding. Be prepared to  

move to higher ground; listen to  NOAA  Weather Radio, commercial radio, or 

television for infor mation.  

https://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/coverage/stations.php?State=FL
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Flood Warning:  If floo din g is occurring or will occur soon; if advised to evacuate, 

do so immediately.  

Flash Flood Warning:  If a  flash flood is occurring; seek higher ground on foot 

immediately  

Pandemic:  A disease that has spread across a large region  
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BEFORE THE DISASTER (HURRICANE/STORM) 

 

IDENTIFY THE MOST COMMON DISASTERS IN YOUR AREA    

Understanding the types of disasters that affect your area is pivotal with assisting  

in preparation , despite having common knowledge about disasters in your area . 

Neverthel ess, despite having the knowledge of the most common disasters in your 

area, it is wise to be prepared for other potential threats . For information on 

potential threats  such as pandemics, biological, chemical explosive, nuclear or 

radiological a ttacks, vis it www.ready.gov  

 

ASSESS YOUR BUSINESSõ DISASTER READINESS.  

 

Businesses can utilize the two types of assessments offered by òFloridaMakes .ó The 

2 types of assessments  offered  are: òDisaster Impact Assessmentó and òDisaster 

Readiness Assessment.ó Both assessments can be found at :  

https://www.floridamakescontinuity.com/DIRA/   

 

The Disaster Impact Assessment  survey takes approximately 3 minutes to 

complete and i s intended for manufacturers who were affected by past disasters. 

Evaluating the impacts to your business may help you identify gaps to improve for 

the future  disasters.  

 

The Disaster Readiness  Assessment  takes approximately  5 minutes to complete.  

By loo king at how you could be affected by a future disaster , such as the effects 

of a hurricane or supplier issue , will help assess your business' disaster readiness. It  

is a good precursor to assessing business continuity for the longevity of your 

business and  service to customers. The assessment will provide a customized 

report  and  giv e business owners  ideas to cons ider that will  fortify the business . 

 

You may take one or both assessments.   You may determine that  you may need 

to take a deeper look at your busi ness continuity plans to identify the longevity of 

your business, continuation of revenue, and service to cus tomers. If so, 

FloridaMakes  also offer s a  Business Continuity Assessment (BCA), conducted at 

your facility , by a Business Advisor who is experience d in manufacturing.  The BCA 

covers 10 key areas of business and it is custom designed for manufacturers to 

cover a wide  variety of potential crises and business disruptors to help you focus  

on critical areas. The BCA will pinpoint specific risk areas and o ffe r ideas for 

http://www.ready.gov/
https://www.floridamakescontinuity.com/DIRA/
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improving the resiliency of your business. Your busine ss will benefit from  the 

confidential report you  receive immediately following the BCA. 

  

Á You can also learn from FloridaMakes , how to d evelop a Business 

Continuity Plan  to stay in busine ss and generate revenues during a crisis.  

 

Á Webinars are also available , which address  various topics that include 

disaster preparedness.    

 

Á For more information on FloridaMakes , visit FloridaMakes.com  or call (407) -

450-7206 

 

CONTACT THE CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH 

For more information on Sandbags distribution, contact the City of Hallandale 

Beach, Public Work s Department at: 954-457-1623. The City provides property 

protection con sultations , which includes  site visits and drainage evaluations. Call 

954-457-1386 for property protection advice.  

 

CONTACT FLORIDA DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT (FEMA) 

For the latest information on any State emergency activation, including 

evacuatio n zones, road closures, mobil e access and shelters, please visit 

https://www.floridadisaster.org/info  

 

CONTACT FEMA FOR EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLAN 

FEMA has prepared a checklist to be used before a disaster,  in order to assess 

businessesõ disaster readiness. Below is the  (10 page) document /checklist  to help 

businesses identify the goals and objectives for the emergency response plan. The 

checklist will assist you to d efine what you r emergency response team is  expected 

to do during an emergency (e.g., evacuate employees and visitors, provide first 

aid, etc.), identify any regulations covered by your plan (e.g., OSHA, fire code, 

etc.)  

FEMA highly recommend s that b usiness owners fill out the information and use i t 

as a guide for disaster preparedness.   

https://www.floridamakes.com/what-we-do/recovery-and-readiness.stml
https://www.floridadisaster.org/info
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